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Inadvertent Discovery Plan 
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The Inadvertent Discovery Plan (IDP) outlines procedures to perform in the event of a discovery of 
archaeological materials, human remains, and/or funerary objects during any activities related to the project.  
 
An IDP is not a substitute for a formal cultural resources review (Executive 21-02 “Archaeological and 
Cultural Resources” or National Historic Preservation Act [NRHP] Section 106). For discoveries of cultural 
resources or human remains after the standard review process is completed, 54 USC § 306108 and 36 CFR 
§ 800.13(b)(3)-post-review discoveries apply. 
 
See Revised Code of Washington Chapter 27.53, “Archaeological Sites and Resources,” for applicable state 
laws and statutes. Additional Federal laws which may apply include but are not limited to 16 USC 470ee 
(Archeological Resources Protection Act or ARPA), which prohibits the unauthorized destruction or removal 
of archaeological materials, including human remains (i.e., more than 100 years old) on federal lands and 
federal trust lands. Violations may be prosecuted as a misdemeanor or felony, as warranted by the severity 
of the violation.   

 
Section 1: WHEN TO STOP WORK  

 
 

Construction may uncover previously unidentified Precontact or Historic-era artifacts. Work must stop 
when the following types of artifacts and/or features are encountered: 
 
Precontact artifacts may include (but are not limited to): 

 Flaked stone tools (arrowheads, knives, scrapers, etc.). 
 Waste flakes that result from the construction of flaked stone tools. 
 Ground stone tools like mortars and pestles. 
 Layers (strata) of discolored earth resulting from fire hearths. May be black, red, or mottled brown 

and often contain discolored cracked rocks or dark soil with broken shell. 
 Human skeletal remains. 
 Structural remains (wooden beams, post holes, fish weirs, etc.).  

 
Historic-era artifacts may include (but are not limited to): 

 Glass (bottles, vessels, windows, etc.). 
 Ceramic (dinnerware, vessels, etc.). 
 Metal (nails, drink/food cans, tobacco tins, industrial parts, etc.). 
 Building materials (bricks, shingles, etc.). 
 Building remains (foundations, architectural components, etc.).  
 Old wooden posts, pilings, or planks (these may be encountered above or below water). 
 Even what looks to be old garbage could very well be an important archaeological resource.  
 Old farm equipment may indicate historic resources in the area.  

 
When in doubt… STOP, PROTECT, NOTIFY. 
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Section 2: PROTOCOL IN EVENT OF INADVERTENT DISCOVERY OF CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 

STEP 1: STOP 

 In the event any archaeological or historic materials are encountered during project activity, all 
work in 50 ft radius, including vehicular traffic, will stop immediately.  

STEP 2: PROTECT  

 Implement reasonable measures to protect the discovery site, including a clear, identifiable, wide 
(50 feet or larger) temporary fencing, flagging, or other clear markings, and any appropriate 
stabilization or covering. 

o If human remains are uncovered, leave the discovery and the surrounding area 
UNTOUCHED (do not pick up, move, touch, or further disturb the discovery) 

o Take reasonable steps to ensure the confidentiality of the discovery site. Do not call 911. 
Do not speak with the media. Secure the location. Do not take photos. 

 Take reasonable steps to provide protection and ensure integrity of the discovery. Do not permit 
vehicles, equipment, or unauthorized personnel to traverse the discovery site. Do not speak with 
the media. Secure the location. Do not take photos.  

STEP 3: NOTIFY 

 Notify the Stantec Engineer immediately, who will notify the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture(USDA) Rural Development Environmental Coordinator. The USDA Rural 
Development Coordinator will contact additional Rural Development staff. 

 The Stantec Engineer will contact a professional archaeologist (SOI qualified) to assess the find. 

 If an archaeologist determines the discovery /find is an archaeological site or object, either the 
archaeologist or the Project Manager will contact the Washington Department of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation (DAHP) to discuss the next steps.   

 If an archaeologist determines the discovery / find is not archaeological, construction may 
proceed. 

Inadvertent Discovery of Cultural Resources - Contact List 

Affiliation Individual and Title Phone Number 

Stantec  Bryan Black  – Regional Practice Leader, Water 
(Engineer) 

503-490-2041  

USDA -   Rural Development Ian Sims – State Environmental Coordinator / 
State Engineer (Acting) 

509-415-3815 

Skamania Public Utility District 
No. 1 (Property Owner) 

Melanie Sharp – Project and Water Manager 509-219-0134 (office) 

Washington DAHP Rob Whitlam- State Archaeologist 
*Reference SHPO Log # 2022-11-07849-USDA-
RD 

360-890-2615 (office) 

 

Section 3: PROTOCOL IN EVENT OF INADVERTENT DISCOVERY OF HUMAN SKELETAL 
REMAINS (RCWs 68.50.645, 27.44.055, and 68.60.055) 
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STEP 1: STOP 

 In the event any archaeological or historic materials are encountered during project activity, all 
work within 100 ft of the discovery including vehicular traffic will stop immediately.  

STEP 2: PROTECT  

 Secure the location. Implement reasonable measures to protect the discovery site, including a 
clear, identifiable, wide (30 feet or larger) temporary fencing, flagging, or other clear markings, 
and any appropriate stabilization or covering. 

 Leave the discovery and the surrounding area UNTOUCHED (do not pick up, move, touch, or 
further disturb the discovery). Do not take photos. Do not speak with the media.  

 Do not permit vehicles, equipment, or unauthorized personnel to traverse the discovery site. 

STEP 3: NOTIFY 

 Notify the Stantec Engineer immediately, who will notify the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture(USDA) Rural Development Environmental Coordinator.  

 The finding of human skeletal remains will be reported to the Skamania County Coroner and 
Skamania County Sheriff’s Department by the onsite Foreman / Staff in the most expeditious 
manner possible. See Contact List below. Do NOT call 911. This is done in accordance with 
tribal, state, or local laws including 36 CFR part 800.13; 43 CFR part 10, subpart B; and the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s Policy Statement Regarding treatment of Burial Sites, 
Human Remains, or Funerary Objects (February 23, 2007).   
 
 

 The Skamania County Coroner  will assume jurisdiction over the human skeletal remains and 
make a determination of whether those remains are forensic or non-forensic.  If the Skamania 
County Coroner  determines the remains are non-forensic, then they will report that finding to the 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) who will then take jurisdiction over 
the remains.  
 

 The DAHP will notify any appropriate cemeteries and all affected tribes of the find.   
 

 The State Physical Anthropologist will make a determination of whether the remains are Native 
American or Non-Native American and report that finding to any appropriate cemeteries and the 
affected tribes.   

 
 The DAHP will then handle all consultations with the affected parties as to the future preservation, 

excavation, and disposition of the remains. 
 
 
 

Inadvertent Discovery of Human Skeletal Remains - Contact List 

Affiliation Individual and Title Phone Number 

Stantec  Bryan Black  – Regional Practice Leader, Water 
(Engineer) 

503-490-2041  

USDA -   Rural 
Development 

Ian Sims – State Environmental Coordinator / State 
Engineer (Acting) 

509-415-3815 

Skamania County Coroner Angie Hollis - Coroner 509-427-3718  
(office) 
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Skamania County Sheriff’s 
Department 

Skamania County Sheriff’s Department Non-
Emergency 

509-427-9490 
(Office) 

Washington DAHP Guy Tasa –State Physical Anthropologist 
Or 
Jennifer Spence – Assistant State Physical 
Anthropologist 
*Reference SHPO Log # 2022-11-07849-USDA-RD 

360-790-1633 (office) 
 
360-890-0174 (office) 

Skamania Public Utility 
District No. 1 (Property 
Owner) 

Melanie Sharp – Project and Water Manager 509-219-0134 (office) 

 
 

Section 4: PROCEEDING WITH CONSTRUCTION 

 If human remains are discovered and are determined to be Native, consultation with the affected 
Tribes and interested parties will take place to mitigate the final disposition of said remains. 

 Construction can proceed only after the actions determined during consultation have been 
completed and clearance is obtained from all affected Tribes, DAHP, and the USDA Rural 
Development Coordinator. 
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